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Now, just prior to this passage that we read, there was a man who couldn’t 
walk, and who always sat at one of the gates to the Jewish temple, begging, 
and who asked Peter and John for some money as they walked by. Peter’s 
response to him was, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give 
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” And he did! The dude 
started walking! Word of the healing spread quickly, and was witnessed by all 
kinds of people as they were heading into the temple. The guy praised God. 
People were astounded. And Peter addressed all the on-lookers, explaining 
what happened, and gives all the credit and glory to Jesus. That gets us to 
today’s passage. 
 
The first aspect of boldness that we see here is the boldness of the 
Resurrection – both Jesus’ and the resurrection of those who believe in 
Him. We see this in verse 2 and also in verse 10. Peter and the Disciples were 
witnesses to the resurrected Jesus. And that resurrection was a bold move to 
conquer death. The faith and the subsequent boldness of the disciples are 
completely because of the resurrection.  
 
A few years ago, someone told me about a Presbyterian church in a 
Presbyterian denomination (not ECO Presbyterian) that she attended for a 
while in another state. She said that she stopped attending there because the 
church didn’t believe in the resurrection. I was a little surprised, quite 
frankly, but the person who shared this with me is pretty astute and observant 
and all that, and I trusted her on it. And I thought, “Wow. If they don’t 
believe in the resurrection, what do they have to offer? There’s no power in 
the preaching or the teaching, there’s no eternal life to offer…That must be a 
church that’s really struggling.” So I went to the denominational website and 
looked up the statistics on the church, and saw pretty much what I expected 
to see: Consistent and drastic loss of members and Sunday morning 
worshipers over the previous 6 or 7 years. In fact, it was a loss of almost one 
half of their Sunday worship attendance in just those few years. You see, 
there’s boldness in the resurrection, and without it the Christian faith is 
significantly reduced; it’s what sets Jesus apart from every religious leader 
who ever lived. So the resurrection is a bold step, a bold move by God, and it 
gives us boldness in the faith.  
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The second boldness is the boldness of the Holy Spirit. We see this when 
Peter begins to speak in verse 8, and he’s filled with the Holy Spirit. Peter is 
standing before a whole crew of people beginning in verse 5. These are the 
very people who participated in sentencing Jesus to the cross, and they are 
dancing in the aisles as they hear that people are still carrying on in Jesus’ 
name and proclaiming a resurrection. Early in this morning’s passage, it says 
that they’re “annoyed” by the teaching and proclamation of the resurrection.   
 
It’s like when you dads thought you’d finally gotten all the Barney videos out 
of the house, and then it turns out there’s one last one left in the DVD player 
that you missed, and your kids get a hold of it. And you’re annoyed as your 
kids watch it, and it makes you want to rip the DVD player off the shelf and 
throw it in the garbage. That’s kind of how these religious leaders are 
annoyed and disturbed by the apostles, because they thought they’d gotten rid 
of Jesus. Now, these religious leaders have a lot of power. So they put Peter 
and John in front of them and they want an explanation for what’s going on. 
You can imagine the intensity of this – this is not sitting down for a little chat 
over a cup of tea. But Luke, the author of Acts, tells us that Peter was then 
filled with the Holy Spirit to say to them what he said. And as we’ll see in a 
moment, in spite of the possibility of losing his life, he doesn’t back down. 
That boldness comes from the Holy Spirit. It’s the Spirit that gave him the 
courage to say what he said, to give him the right words, to speak them with 
power and authority and courage and conviction. The boldness of the Spirit is 
evident in Peter in this moment. Let me re-read these verses to remind us: 
 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Sprit, said to them: “Rulers of the people 
and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to 
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it 
be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This 
Jesus is 
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.’  
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:8b-12). 



 4

 
See what I mean? The Spirit gives Peter boldness, and there’s power in what 
he said, as a result. Then we also see here the third facet of boldness in 
this passage: the boldness of the name of Jesus Christ. We don’t think 
about this so much in our day, but certainly they did in theirs…that a person’s 
name was really a reflection of the person’s character. Names meant 
something. For example, in the Old Testament, there are several names that 
God is given: El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty); Adonai (Lord or Master); 
Jehovah Rapha (The Lord that heals); Jehovah Nissi (The Lord my Banner); 
Jehovah Mekoddishkem (The Lord Who Sanctifies You); Jehovah Jireh (The 
Lord Who Will Provide), and others. All of those names tell us about a facet 
of the character of God.  
 
“Jesus” means, “Yahweh saves.” When Mary is told of her pregnancy, she’s 
also told what to name the baby, and when told “Jesus” the angel says it’s 
because he will save people from their sins (Matthew1:21). There is boldness 
in the name of Jesus, because as Peter says, “There is salvation in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which 
we must be saved.” It’s a boldness that challenges the grip of sin and releases 
us from its power so that we can live rightly and eternally with our holy 
Heavenly Father. And so Peter is not ashamed of the name of Jesus. There is 
boldness in that name, because, as Peter says, it’s the only name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved. I hope you know 
the boldness of the name of Jesus in your life. The next boldness comes in 
verses 13 and 14: 
 
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that 
they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and 
recognized them as companions of Jesus. When they saw the man who 
had been cured standing beside them, they had nothing to say in 
opposition” (Acts 4:13-14). This is the boldness of a transformed life.  
 
And that transformation comes from spending time with Jesus. They noted 
that Peter and John were ordinary, uneducated guys and that they were 
“companions” of Jesus. In other words, they were with Jesus. They spent 
time with him. They learned from him. They modeled their lives after him. 
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Jesus influenced them and shaped them, and ultimately, their lives were 
transformed because of Him. And we see that: A life that has been 
transformed by Jesus is a bold life. This is the fourth aspect of boldness 
in this passage. 
 
All of us who spend time with Jesus have been transformed by Him on some 
level. Some people have really radical transformations. Maybe you’ve heard 
people tell the story of how Jesus transformed them. We’ve talked about this 
before, but we hear some people share about how they used to be addicted to 
heroin or alcohol or lived a life of crime and Jesus got a hold of them and 
they left it all behind. Those are amazing transformations that inspire us. I’ve 
heard people who don’t have such a radical story to tell say, “Man, what an 
amazing story. I wish my faith story were like that. I want Jesus to save me 
from that stuff. I wish I was addicted to drugs.” Really? No you don’t. Just 
ask anyone who ever was addicted to drugs or alcohol or lived a life of crime 
or anything else like that, and they’ll tell you: You don’t want to be saved 
through those kinds of things. Be glad that Jesus saved you from ever getting 
into that stuff rather than saving you through that stuff. Regardless, all of us 
who cling to Jesus and spend time with Him, have been transformed by Him 
in some way; and there’s boldness in our every day living when we live out 
that transformation. The transformed life is the best witness to Jesus – and 
remember, the mission that Jesus gives his disciples in the beginning of Acts, 
and now us, is to be his witnesses. Ok, let’s get to the last chunk of verses, 
which I’ll read for you again: 
 
Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or 
teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is 
right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! As for 
us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” After 
further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish 
them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 
For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old. 
(Acts 4:18-22). (I really don’t appreciate that last verse. I guess, at age 44, 
it’s a miracle I’m even alive…and I’m sure many of you appreciate it even 
less!) 
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Here we see a different kind of boldness: It’s the boldness of the opposition. 
We see it earlier in the passage as well when it says that the leaders are 
disturbed by what these guys were doing and teaching about Jesus. Wherever 
the resurrection is proclaimed, wherever the spirit fills people, wherever the 
Name of Jesus is lifted high, wherever people live transformed lives because 
of the grace of God, there will be opposition. And we see here that opposition 
has the boldness, audacity, and arrogance to tell them to shut up about Jesus. 
If you are living boldly for Jesus Christ as Peter and John did and 
countless others have ever since…you’re going to face bold opposition. 
It’s inevitable.  
 
And what that opposition wants you to do is to keep quiet; to live in timidity; 
The opposition wants you to give up on those resolutions and goals and 
mission for yourself and wants us as the Church, the bride of Christ, to give 
up on the mission of the church so that further transformation won’t take 
place; the bold opposition wants to keep the Holy Spirit in check, to limit its 
power and influence in our lives and in the world…the bold opposition wants 
to make us ashamed of the gospel, to be quiet about the name of Jesus, to 
make us uncertain of God’s grace and truth, to doubt our salvation, to doubt 
God’s call upon our lives, to doubt the path God is leading us down, to 
question the cross, to forsake the new and revert back to the old. The bold 
opposition wants to put fear in your heart – not a healthy fear of God, but a 
fear of people or a fear of failure or a fear of stepping out in faith, and 
therefore keep you from walking down the path that God has laid out for you. 
That’s what the opposition wants. But Jesus has not given us a spirit of fear 
or timidity. “Fear not” is the most frequent command of the entire Bible. We 
are not ashamed of the gospel, Paul writes in Romans. We walk by faith, and 
not by sight, according to 2 Corinthians 5:7.  
 
So: When we live in the boldness of the resurrection and the Holy Spirit, 
and we proclaim the boldness of the name of Jesus, and we live out the 
bold transformation that God has done in us…when all that happens: 
then even the bold opposition cannot win the day. As bold as the 
opposition was that put Jesus up on the cross and in the tomb, it couldn’t hold 
him down. As bold as the opposition was to Peter, John, and the rest of the 
early church, they never waivered from the mission, but lived into it boldly. 
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That’s the boldness that you and I have access to in our lives and that God 
wants to plant in you and me. That’s the kind of resurrection life that we can 
have, even today. That’s the boldness with which we can live as we proclaim 
the resurrection, are filled by the Spirit, cling to the name of Jesus, and live a 
transformed life. It’s a boldness that doesn’t come from ourselves; it comes 
from the God of the Universe who gives you the breath you’re breathing right 
now, who loves each of us more deeply than you we will ever know. And he 
invites us, through the Spirit, to live boldly for Jesus Christ so that his name 
is lifted high and proclaimed loudly through our transformed lives here on 
the Eastside, throughout Seattle, throughout our country, and to the ends of 
the earth. Let’s pray…Amen. 


